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Burundi 


Berundi: AFP Reports Coup Rumors Circulating 
ia Bujumbura 

AB2407124596 Paris AFP in English 

1217 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) 
— Burundi President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya has 
taken refuge at the residence of a western ambassador 
in Bujumbura, a diplomat said here Wednesday (24 
July). "There's panic in the president's entourage," the 
diplomat said. The revelation comes after a statement 
by Burundi’s main opposition party accusing the Hutu 
president of high treason and announcing it would 
withdraw support for Ntibantunganya. 


Rumours of a coup were swirling in Bujumbura after 
the Unity for National Progress (UPRONA) denounced 
a September 1994 government convention that forms the 
basis for the country's institutions, providing a power- 
sharing agreement between the Hutus and minority 
Tutsis. 


Burundi: AFP Reports President Ntibantunganya 
Fled to Western Embassy 


AB2407121096 Paris AFP in English 
1205 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) 
— Burundi President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya has 
taken refuge at the residence of a Western ambassador 
in Bujumbura, a diplomat said here Wednesday [24 
July). “There’s panic in the president's entourage,” the 
diplomat said. 


Burundi: Troops — President Reported at 
U.S. Ambassador’s Home 

AB2407141596 Paris AFP in French 

1342 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) 
— Fighting continued in Bururi Province, southern 
Burundi, this afternoon between the regular Tutsi- 
dominated Burundian Army and rebel Hutus following 
an ambush laid this moming by the Hutu rebels, 
according to an Army announcement. 


“Fighting is currently going on in Buyengero,” added 
Lieutenant Colonel Longin Minani, the Burundian Army 
spokesman. He did not, however, give any details on the 
magnitude of the clashes. Bururi is the native province 
of several Tutsi officers serving in the Burundian Army. 


Fighting broke out after rebels laid an ambush this 
morning for military vehicles, the spokesman pointed 
out. According to Lt. Col. Minani, calm prevailed this 
morning in the rest of the country and in the capital, 
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Bujumbura. lic said, however, that “there are rumors of 
an attack by these rebels." Security has been tightened 
around the radio and television station, and security 
forces have been deployed in Bujumbura. 


The situation is very tense in the capital, which is 
shaken by new rumors of a coup d'etat. Burundi’s 
President Sylvestre Nuibantunganya has taken refuge at 
the residence of the U.S. ambassador in Bujumbura. 


Burundi: Fighting Under Way Between Army, 
Hutu Rebels after ‘Ambush’ 

AB24071?5496 Paris AFP in English 

1331 GM1 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) — 
Fighting broke out Wednesday (24 July] between the 
Tutsi-dominated Burundi Army and Hutu rebels in the 
southern province of Bururi, the Army said. Fighting 
broke out after a rebel ambush, Army spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Longin Minani said. 


Burundi: Tutsi Mourners Drive President 
Ntibantunganya Out of Town 


AB2307163996 Paris AFP in English 
1602 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Bugendana, Burundi, July 23 
(AFP) — A crowd of angry Burundians mourning the 
victims of a weekend massacre on Tuesday [23 July) 
drove Burundi's President Sylvestre Nubantunganya out 
of this town in the center of the country, witnesses said. 


Tutsis at the funeral threw rocks at the Hutu president, 
forcing him out of a camp for displaced persons where 
more than 300 people were slaughtered on Saturday. 


Burundi: Demonstrators Stop President From 
Attending Funeral 

EA2307201396 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 23 Jul 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Burundian top leaders and 
friends of more than 300 persons who were killed at 
Bugendana, in central Burundi, took part today in a 
national funeral at Bugendana. 


However, demonstrators coming from Gitega did not 
allow the head of state to attend the funeral. The latter 
was obliged to leave the area and immediately came 
back to Bujumbura. 


report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Bur':ndi: Prime Minister Addresses Mourners, 
Warns Against Revenge 

EA2307204596 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Funeral ceremonies for the 
341 Tutsi displaced people killed on Saturday (20 July] 
in Bugendana commune, central Burundi took place 
today. 


President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya was forced to turn 
back after an angry mob threw stones at him as he 
approached the site of the funerals. 


Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo, after the crowd had 
calmed down, finally managed to address them. He 
said he could not speak in the face of such desolation. 
He called on Tutsis in generai, and young people in 
particular, not to fall into the trap of revenge. Let us 
now listen to [word indistinct] (Muneze): 


{Begin (Muneze) recording] [passage omitted] Even 
before reaching Bugendana, residents of the town of 
Gitega, who were still in shock, were demonstrating 
in the streets in protest against what they termed on 
their banners as the ideology of genocide. The resi- 
dents showed they have had enough of the violence 
[passage indistinct]. [passage omitted including indis- 
tinct poruons] 

The prime minister, who was the first to land at the site, 
could not believe his eyes, and when President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya landed he had to face demonstrators 
from Gitega who were already there. The overexcited 
residents of Gitega did not allow him to reach the 
graves, making an incredible disturbance and shouting: 
Here is the disaster. The head of state immediately 
returned to his helicopter. [passage indistinct] [end 
recording] 


Burundi: Radio Gives ‘Final Toll’ in Bugendana 
Killings 

EA2307210096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Funeral ceremony for Bugen- 
dana massacre vicums took place today. The final toll 
is 341 dead, with 255 reported missing and more than 
160 wounded. 


Burundi: Government Reportedly To Deport All 
85,000 Rwandan Hutu Refugees 


L.D2307162996 Paris LCI Television in French 
1600 GMT 23 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} On to the situation in Burundi 
after the slaughter of 312 Tutsi by Hutu rebels in 
the camp for displaced people in Bugendana. The 
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go ernment of Bujumbura has decided to deport all 
85,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees and to empty all the 
camps by next week. People have begun to leave, as 
you can see on this footage. 


The Burundi government has stated it will not take into 
account the protests of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 


The UN Security Council was expected to convene to- 
day to discuss the worsening situation, but intervention 
by the international community is so far not on the 
agenda. 


Burundi: Rwandans Being Deported in ‘Truly 
Appaling Conditions’ 

LD2307202396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 23 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The fate of the thousands o! 
Rwandan refugees who have found refuge in camps in 
northern Burundi is a serious concern for the UNHCR. 
The UNHCR has stated that these Rwandans are forced 
to board trucks bound for their country of origin. They 
arrive in Butare, near the border. The UNHCR has 
condemned the fact that they are deported from the 
camps of Kibezi and Ruvumu in ternble conditions 
Christiane Berthiaume is the UNHCR spokesperson in 
Geneva: 


[Begin recording} [Berthiaume]} Since 19 July, 13,500 
Rwandan refugees have been deported from Burundi 
in truly appalling conditions. These people are literally 
crammed on board lorries. The trip lasts three hours, it 
is very hot. As a result, when a truck arrived today, there 
were two dead people on board, an elderly person and 
an 18 month-old baby. They died of suffocation, they 
were asphyxiated. We also received children who had 
broken arms and legs because there are far too many 
people on these trucks. 


[Correspondent Ghislaine Dupont] Are you able to look 
after them when they arrive in Butare’ 


[Berthiaume] Yes. Fortunately, we have a transit center 
there which can accomodate up to 6,000 people. Those 
who have arrived [pauses] of course, there are doctors, 
Medecins Sans Frontieres-Belgique is on the ground. 
Those who are ill are attended to, they are given food 
and water. These people are gradually taken back to the 
towns they come from. So far, things have been going 
well, but should many more return, we may have too 
many people and we may be overwhelmed in Butare 
[end recording} 


[Announcer] Ghislaine Dupont conducted this inter- 
view. 
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me UNHCR, Sadako Ogata, wrote to the presidents 
of Burundi and Rwanda today to ask them to put an 
immediate end to the deportations. 


According to REUTER, the governments of Burundi 
and Rwanda have reportedly agreed to temporarily 
suspend deportations, long enough to take stock of the 
situation, they said. 


Burundi: Camps Closed After ‘Voluntary 
Repatriation’ 

EA2407110496 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
0515 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Kirenzi and Ruvumu Rwan- 
dan refugee camps in Burundi were closed yesterday 
after voluntary repatriation of more than 15,000 Rwan- 
dan refugees who were in the camps. The repatriation 
exercise began last weekend and was completed yester- 
day moraing through a tripartite cooperation of Burundi, 
UNHCR, and Rwanda. 


The delegation of the Government of Burundi told 
the Rwandan delegation that they will try their best 
to convince the remaining refugees in the camps of 
(Magara) and (Rukimagamo) in the northern part of 
Burundi for their voluntary repatriation, and for those 
who will not be willing to be repatriated, will be 
rese tied far from the border. This was earlier decided 
in a meeting between the concerned parties held on 30 
January in Bujumbura. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, the Ministry of Rehabilitation has appre- 
ciated the steps so far taken in the repatriation of the 
refugees since the government of unity came to power 
two years ago. According to the statement from the min- 
istry, about 1.8 million refugees have so far been repa- 
trated in a two-year period. 


Burundi: UN Official Explains Refusal To 
Cooperate With Repatriation 

EA2307180396 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 23 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Since Saturday [20 July) 
more than 9,000 Rwandan refugees have been repa- 
triated voluntarily from Rwandan refugee camps in 
Burundi. The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Burundi announced that the refugees are 
forcefully repatriated, an allegation that has been refuted 
by both the Burundian and Rwandan governments, plus 
the refugees themselves. 


Today, in a Radio Rwanda interview with the UNHCR 
resident representative in Kigali, Mr. (Wenceslas Urasa) 
explained the refusal to cooperate. 
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[Begin (Urasa) recording] We have refused to go and 
collect refugees who are being forced against their own 
will to repatriate, meaning that we have refused to go to 
the camps in Burundi and repatriate people against their 
will. This region has had refugees for many years and 
if we permitted anyone to repatriate peopie forcibly, 
it could have been before that a government, maybe 
here or somewhere else, would have demanded us to go 
to some other countries and bring certain people they 
didn’t like by force, it would have been very unfair. 
We have had now people who have repatriated here 
voluntanly after being in exile for 30, 35 years. We did 
not accept any previous government here for example 
to force us to go and bring them by force. So it is 
the principle, it is concerns, the fundamentals of the 
international protecuon of refugees. But | think also 
there has been too much emphasis of that aspect without 
seeing the way we are acting in a humanitarian way on 
the Rwandan side to make the life of these people a bit 
better. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Burundi: EU Commissioner on Humanitarian 
Efforts 


LD2407123196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Burundi president spent 
10 minutes in the camp for displaced people in Bugen- 
dana. Sylvestre Ntibantunganya had gone there to attend 
the funeral of some 300 people who were massacred on 
13 July. He was greeted by violent slogans and stones 
were thrown at him. As a result, the Burundi head of 
State turned around quickly. Yves Rocle reports: 


[Rocle] [passage omitted) The incident is proof of 
increasing tension. Rumors are rife in the country, 
bodies are discovered daily, and mistrust is such that 
one of the local authority officials has had no qualms 
denouncing, I quote, the vast majonty of the population 
for being in collusion with the rebels. [passage omitted] 
Given such a violent situation, the work of humanitanan 
Organizations is impossible, indeed it 1s hopeless. Let us 
listen to Emma Bonino, the European commissioner at 
the Humanitarian Office and Fisheries: 


[Begin Bonino recording) The situation has completely 
changed in that the Burund: Government is in a very, 
very weak and also isolated position, and that the 
government is apparently no longer in a position to 
repeat its invitation for the presence of a multinational 
force in the country for reasons of security. Therefore, 
this request evidently is no longer on the table but in the 
meantime a type of gradual genocide is continuing on 
both sides. Our work, notably our humanitarian work, 
is absolutely impossible for security reasons so | am 
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personally following ...[pauses} humanitarian aid in an 
almost hopeless situation. [end recording) 


Burundi: OAU Urges Implementation of Arusha 
Framework for Burundi 


EA2307165596 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in English 1030 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The central organ of the OAU 
mechanism for conflict prevention, management and 
resolution meeting held over the weekend has expressed 
its profound concern at the deteriorating political and 
security situation in Burundi. 

An OAU communique issued yesterday said the central 
Organ strongly condemned the recent massacre of de- 
fenseless civilians at a camp in Bugendana where hun- 
dreds of people were killed while others were injured, 
as well as other killings that have been taking place in 
other parts of the country. It urged all concerned to put 
an immediate end to such indiscriminate killings and 
senseless acts of violence and to seek a peaceful so- 
lution to the problem in that country through dialogue 
and by making use of the good offices of Mwalimu 
{teacher} Julius Nyerere and the framework provided 
by the Arusha regional summit. 


The communique said the central organ called for a 
speedy implementation of the decisions reached at the 
Arusha regional summit which were endorsed by the 
32nd ordinary session of the assembly of heads of state 
and government of the OAU in Yaounde. It exhorted 
member states and the international community at large 
to lend political and material support to the regional 
peace efforts. 


The central organ decided to send an urgent mission 
to Burundi to make an on the spot assessment of the 
situation and to reiterate the OAU's full support for the 
efforts made by (former Tanzanian] President Nyerere 
and for the decisions taken at Arusha. 


Burundi: Strike Continues in Bujumbura 23 Jui 


EA2407110096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The work stoppage called 
by the Party for National Recovery president entered 
its second day today. Public services and some private 
services remained closed. [passage omitted] 
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Burundi: Civil Society Rejects Power-Sharing 
Agreement 

EA2407111996 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The civil society has issued a 
Statement in which it denounces institutions from the 
power-sharing agreement which, according to it, have 
not been able to help Burundi pull out of the crisis. 
Gregoire Barapumba reports: 


[Begin Barapumba recording) In a statement issued yes- 
terday, the coordinating committee of the civil society 
has denounced the power-sharing agreement signed two 
years ago, and therefore the coalition government from 
that agreement. The civil society rejects any new insti- 
tution based on the current system of political parties. 
It puts forward the rehabilitation and promotion of the 
Charter of National Unity, and the traditional values of 
bushingantahe or wisdom. 


According to the civil society, the current government 
should step down, for it has not been able to put an 
end to the ideology of genocide which is behind the 
killings of innocent people and the destruction of social 
and economic infrastructures, and the looting of public 
funds. 


The civil society also accuses the government of fail- 
ing to put an end to the current political, administrative, 
and judicial impunity. It accuses particularly the rul- 
ing Frodebu (Front for Democracy in Burundi) party 
of taking steps susceptible of questioning national inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity. 


The coordinating committee of the civil society says it 
is working out a project of a new political system to be 
proposed to other partners. According to it, the project, 
which has not been disclosed, would totally eradicate 
the ideology and practice of genocide, and rehabilitate 
social-economic values. 


The civil society appealed to the international commu- 
nity not to interfere into the proposed process aimed at 
restoring peace in Burundi. 


I recall that the Burundi civil society is co-signer of the 
power-sharing agreement along with 12 political parties. 
{end recording} 


Burundi: Opposition Uprona Party Denounces 
Government Convention 

AB2407105196 Paris AFP in English 

1045 GMT 24 Jul 9% 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 24 Jul (AFP) — 
Burundi's main opposition party, the Unity for National 
Progress (Uprona), on Wednesday (24 July) denounced 
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a September 1994 government convention that forms 
the basis for the country’s institutions. The move could 
lead to the departure of Uprona members from the 
government, including Tutsi Prime Minister Antoine 
Nduwayo. 


“The executive office has decided to withdraw from 
the consensus built around (Hutu President) Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya," said Uprona chairman Charles 
Mukasi. 


The fragile power-sharing accord between the Hutus 
and Tutsis has been under increasing pressure with 
the escalation of bloody ethnic fighting in Burundi. 
More than 300 people were killed in a massacre at the 
weekend which has been blamed on Hutu rebels. 


Burundi: Interview with Prime Minister Antonie 
Nduwayo 

MS2307100396 London INDEPENDENT in English 
23 Jul 96 pill 


{‘Exclusive’ interview with Burundi’s Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo by David Orr in Bujumbue on 22 
July) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] International intervention in 
Burundi, seen by many observers as the last chance to 
prevent the country from sliding further into anarchy, 
will be opposed by the Prime Minister. 


Antoine Nduwayo told the Independent in an exclu- 
sive interview yesterday that he now resolutely opposes 
plans for a multinational peace-keeping force in Bu- 
rundi. 


"Intervention from outside is not desirable,” Mr 
Nduwayo said before an emergency session of his 
cabinet in the capital, Bujumbura. "An intervention 
force could not prevent more massacres. In fact it 
could... make the situation here much worse." 


The Prime Minister's remarks mark a dramatic reversal. 
Only a month ago he agreed to an African peace- 
keeping force at a regional summit in Tanzania. 


Mr Nduwayo said a peace-keeping force would not have 
prevented the massacre at the weekend of more than 300 
members of the minority Tutsi community in central 
Burundi. His government would now provide greater 


security for encampments of displaced Tutsis, such as 
the one attacked at Bugendena on Saturday (20 July). 


Today the Prime Minister, himself a Tutsi, will attend 
the mass burial of the massacre victims in the remote 
hills of central Burundi. Many believe the last hope of 
peace for the tiny African nation will disappear into the 
grave alongside the blood-soaked bodies. 
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The massacre at Bugendena is being blamed on extrem- 
ists among the majority Hutu group. There are fears that 
the Tutsi-dominated army will exact a terrible revenge 
for the killings aud that Burundi will descend into an 
irreversibi. cycle of violence similar to the one in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda two years ago. 


Under pressure from the international Community, Mr 
Nduwayo was persuaded to join President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganga, a Hutu, in agreeing that only outside 
assistance could save Burundi. Signing the intervenuon 
accord was seen as a significant breakthrough in bring- 
ing peace to Burundi. Under its terms. a torce of Ugtin- 
dan, lalizanian and Ethiopian peace-keepers would have 
moved into Burundi as soon as deployment details were 
agreed by Burundi’s government, a fragile coalition of 
Hutu and Tutsi parties. 


There have been signs that the Prime Minister's resolve 
was beginning to falter in face of mounting pressure 
from the army and from the Tutsi community. On the 
streets of Bujumbura during the past week thousands of 
Tutsi youths have been protesting against intervention. 
They fear it will neutralise the army and open the 
way for genocide by Hutu extremists. Yesterday hordes 
of youths brandishing sticks ran through the capital, 
chanting slogans against intervention. 


The massacre at Bugendena seems to have swept away 
any lingering doubis in the Pnme Minister's mind 
about foreign assistance. Without his support the peace 
plan cannot succeed. Unless the other members of the 
National Security Cowncil persuade Mr Nduwayo to 
change his mind, the intervention accord appears to be 
in tatters and Burundi 1s on its own. 


"The events ai Bugendena have given rise to height- 
ened emotions in Bujumbura and elsewhere,” said Mr 
Nduwayo, who is under pressure from Tuts hardliners 
to resign. "These could be exploited by the extremists. 
The militias will only become more active if there is an 
intervention force.” 


As he spoke, more than 7,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees 
were fleeing northwards towards Rwanda, having been 
evicted from their camp in northern Burundi by the au- 
thorities. By yesterday afternoon, about 5,500 refugees 
had crossed over the border into Rwanda and a unknown 
number was said to have taken to the hills. 


About 85,000 Rwandan Hutus have been living in 
Burundi since the war which ended the Rwandan 
genocide in 1994. They are seen as a source of 
instability by Burundi’s government. It says it will 
now close all four camps in the north of the country. 
Rwandan Hueus from refugee camps in neighbouring 
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Zaire have been accused of organising the killings at 
Bugendena. 


The expulsion of the Hutu refugees and the massacre of 
Tutsis at Bugendena mark a new and frightening degree 
of polarisation between Burundi’s two communities. 
With proposals for a peace-keeping force close to 
collapse, there is little to prevent an escalation of the 
conflict in which hundreds of civilians are dying each 
month. 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Kagame Welcomes ‘Positive Measures’ 
from Belgium 

BR2307112996 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 

in French 22 Jul 96 p 5 


{Interview with Rwandan Vice President Paul Kagame 
by Gerald Papy in Kigali; date not given. “Burundi: 
Kagame Favors Foreign intervention If Mandate Is 
Clear" — first two paragraphs are LA LIBRE BEL- 
GIQUE introduction] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kigali — Secretary of State for 
Development Cooperation Reginald Moreels ended a 
visit to Burundi and Rwanda on Saturday [20 July}. 
Marked in Bujumbura by the debate on the foreign mil- 
itary intervention in a Context made even more precar- 
ious by the Bugendana massacre, this tnp enabled a 
noticeable improvement in Belgian-Rwandan relations. 


On Saturday Moreels and Rwandan Foreign Minister 
Anastase Gasana signed, in the presence of the prime 
minister and seven other members of the government, 
five special agreements for a total amount of 420 million 
francs. In addition, the secretary of state was received 
for more than an hour by Vice President Paul Kagame, 
prior to an audience with President Bizimungu. On 
tye occasion of this visit Kagame, the real holder of 
power in Rwanda, gave an interview to some Belgian 
journalists. Here are the main extracts: 


[Papy] Have relations between Rwanda and Belgium 
entered a new phase? 


{[Kagame] | can sa ~ at is happening today 
is certainly significun. ‘% Selgian Government is 
showing benevolence for cooperation. (...) We would 
like to tell it that we appreciate these positive measures. 


[Papy] Faustin Twagiramungu and Seth Sendashonga, 
two former members of the post-genocide Rwandan 
Government who defected, have accused your Army of 
Cafrying out large-scale killings. How do you react” 


{[Kagame] | think that there are other people better 
placed to answer that question. These people have been 
here since 1994. There was UNAMIR [UN Assistance 
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Mission in Rwanda), there are the UN human rights 
observers, a whole series of people have tned to reveal 
and highlight our errors. 


[Papy} Rwanda is the target of many armed infiltrations. 
Is the tension mounting? 


{[Kagame}] The situation is generally under control. 
Nevertheless we have been faced with these incursions 
from Zaire for a long time. They took place in 1995 
and this year ( ..). We are trying to settle this problem. 
And we are responding to it. We are organizing Army 
operations, the mobilization of the population under the 
aegis of the government and administration, in order 'o 
restore total security and normal life in the country. It 
is a logical way to face this situation. There is nothing 
exceptional about that. 


[Papy} What do you think about dialogue with the 
representatives of the refugees? 


[Kagame} We have had this dialogue. We brought 
refugees and their representatives inside Rwanda to see 
how stable the country is and refute the lies instilled into 
them. So that they can convince the other refugees to 
return. That is what happened with many refugees from 
Burundi and Zaire. But what complicates the situation 
is that the veople mainly responsible for the genocide 
are those who control the refugees. They use them like 
pawns on the politcal chessboard to try to mask their 
responsibilities. 


[papy] What is your view of the plan for military 
assistance to Burundi? 


[Kagame] The situation in Burund: is complex. An iso- 
lated peacekeeping operation or even peace-enforcing 
operation, could not resolve the problem. I have seen 
the failure that led to in Liberia, Somalia, and other re- 
gions. | need to be convinced that it will not be the 
same in Burundi. For that it is necessary to know pre- 
cisely what the military forces want to do there. And 
als> against whom and with whom? For all that I do 
not totally discourage the plan. It is still necessary to 
explain what is going to happen and get it understood 


by the people. 


(Papy} Former Burundian President Bagaza came to you 
to ask for aid. What did you tell him? 


[Kagame] The advice I gave him 1s to understand the 
problems of Burundi. I told him that these problems are 
for Burundi to deal with. Therefore it is necessary to sit 
around the table, analyze these problems, and how to 
manage them. | thought this was the best advice I could 
give him. 
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Rwanda: Information Minister on Genocide 
Suspect’s Extradition 

LD2307143196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} A presumed genocide mas- 
termind has been handed over to the Rwandan judi- 
ciary. Frodwald Karamira was extradited to Kigali via 
Ethiopia last weekend. He is accused of being one of 
the masterminds behind the Rwandan tragedy and of 
inciting the massacre of Tutsis on the airwaves of the 
infamous Radio Mille Collines. Frodwald Karamira is 
the first Rwandan citizen to have been extradited by a 
foreign country. This will spell the end of his flight from 
justice which took him to India and Ethiopia. Rwandan 
Information Minister Jean-Pierre Bizimana makes no se- 
cret of his satisfaction: 


{Begin recording) (Bizimana}] We would like to thank 
wholeheartedly those countries which have been willing 
to cooperate towards his arrest and his transfer to Kigali, 
namely India and Ethiopia, and we would like to urge 
all countries to show goodwill and to cooperate by 
extraditing as many genocide masterminds disseminated 
throughout the world as possible. 


(Unidentified correspondent] His case is exemplary. 
Will you deal with it in an exemplary fashion? 


{Bizimana] Of course we shall respect the rights — all 
the rights — of a person who has been charged and 
who can be defended. We shall deal with him in an 


exemplary fashion. 


{Correspondent} Quite obviously, the main difference 
between international justice and Rwandan justice is the 
fact that Rwandan justice implements the death penalty. 


{Bizimana]} Of course. Our legislation makes provision 
for the death penalty. If he is sentenced to death, he will 
answer for his acts and his sentence. [end recording] 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Sao Tome & Principe: President Trovoada To 
Form Broad-Based Government 


LD2407092296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] A government of national unity 
is expected to be announced in Sao Tome. Three days 
after his reelection, Miguel Trovoada has appealed 
for the goodwill of all so that he can govern the 
country. Despite the fact that he has no majority in the 
National Assembly, the reelected president of Sao Tome 
and Pracipe rules out dissolving parliament. Miguel 
Trovoada spoke to Jean-Jacques Louarne: 
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[Begin Trovoada recording} I have no intention of 
dissolving the Assembly. Honestly, we cannot afford 
the luxury of having elections every two years. We 
had legislative elecuons in 1994, and I believe deputies 
should be able to fulfill their mandate until :t comes 
to its natural end. Therefore, I shall try to appoint 
the prime minister while taking everyone into account. 
Since there is no absolute majority in the Assembly, | 
shall strive... [pauses] I have always advocated a broad- 
based government of national consensus, of national 
unity, and I shall continue down that path by consulting 
all sides in order to try to achieve such a formula. 


I cannot predict the future, but I believe people have 
enough common sense to understand that we need 4 sta- 
ble government with an extremely solid parliamentary 
basis because very tough challenges lie ahead, and mea- 
sures which may even  »onwlar need to be taken in 
the near future. We tera such stability as possible 
to be able to carry ‘°2' out. ‘znd recording] 


saif€ 


Zaire: Mobutu Calls For Election, Requests French 
Involvement 


BR2307145296 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
22 Jul 96 p4 


[Report by Baudouin Bollaert: “Mobutu: ‘We Need 
Elections As Soon As Possible'“] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Gbadolite — [passage omit- 
ted) “Why do I want to see Mobutu?” [French Coop- 
eration Minister] Jacques Godfrain does not evade the 
question. “First of all,” he tells LE FIGARO, “because 
Zaire is five times as large as France, because it has 
common borders with nine African states, because its 
stability conditions that of others, and because it plays 
a key role in the Great Lakes region. Also because it 
is the last roadblock on the way to democratization as 
sought by Jacques Chirac. And lastly, because I do not 
intend to ostracize this country just because others do, 
and because if elections were to be held today, Mobutu 
would likely pass that test with flying colors!” 


After a one-hour long meeting, during which a severe 
storm is rocking the palace’s bay windows, the marshall 
president and Jacques Godfrain shake hands for the ben- 
efit of the photographers. The meeting is newsworhy in 
itself. After Jacques Pelletier, in 1990, no French minis- 
ter had gone to Zaire on an official trip. There is a smell 
of brimstone about Mobutu. An enlightened despot for 
some, a bloodthirsty dictator for others, “there is no 
doubt that he is not in the best of terms with human 
rights associations,” a French diplomat concedes. 
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However, through one of those upsets which history 
delights in, he is once again “indispensable,” that same 
diplomat adds. As though the so-called “transition pe- 
riod” opened in 1990 to pave the way for free elections 
had somehow restored his virginity by discrediting a 
coalition government and a clumsy opposition... Not to 


eration Turquoise, he was able to reenter the diplomatic 


Mobutu as "Old Sage" 


The “dinosaur” is once again in control. The day before, 
he tells LE FIGARO, he met “for four hours with 
Burundi's leaders." They have asked him to chair a 
“summit” aiming to solve the Hutu-Tutsi problem. "I am 
pondering this,” he says. He is flattered by being offered 
this role of “old sage.” In power for more than 30 years, 
he is the oldest living African head of state, along with 
Hassan II. What if he were to return to Kinshasa next 
year wearing the glow of popular suffrage as well as a 
mediation in the Great Lakes conflict? "Then everything 
would be forgiven," a source close to Jacques Godfrain 


says. 
While Zaire is a shambles, with a $15.9 billion external 


debt last year, uncontrollable inflation (expected to hit 
the 696 percent mark at the end of the year), and strong 
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monetary depreciation, Mobutu has his cure at the ready: 
"We need presidential elections as soon as possible. | 
am in the running. The only one for the time being!" 
he claims. Which amounts to insinuating that his rivals 
are not quite as eager as he is. [passage omitted) 


"I would like France to play a key part in organizing 
the ballots,” Mobutu adds. 


Finally, he does not seek to hide his “satisfaction” with 
the resumed cooperation between France and Zaire. "I 
had asked Chirac to do something about it," he adds. 
"The United States is no doubt going to follow suit." 
A F40 million [franc] handout has been earmarked, 
including an immediate F11 million payment for a 
hospital and a library. This aid “will not wind up lining 
the pockets of officials nor paying for high society 
blowouts,” Jacques Godfrain hastens to point out. "This 
is highly specific aid." 


Which nevertheless breaks up the consensus among the 
French-U.S.-Belgian "troika" been established in 1991 
in response to the marshall president's autarkical (autar- 
cique} hold on power. Indeed, Belgian Foreign Minister 
Eric Derijcke criticized "Paris’ strangely winding ways." 
For Jacques Godfrain, "if the Belgians fail to understand 
us in time, it will be their loss..." Mobutu is clearly soon 
going to be enjoying new-found respectability. 
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Ethiopia 
Ethiopia: Mubarak Assassination Suspects Describe 
Sudan’s Role 
MM23071 34396 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
20 Jul 96 p7 


(Interview with "Faysal,” "Yasin," and “Khalifah,” the 
three suspects accused of attempting (to assassinate 
Egyptian President Husni Mubarak and detained in 
Ethiopia by Afrali Muhammad in Addis Ababa; date not 
given; passages in parentheses are questions supplied in 
reporied speech rather than direct speech) 


(FBIS Translated Text) [Muhammad] You speak the 
Amharic language. Does that have anything to do with 
the operation or did you learn that language in prison? 


{Yasin} Apart from the fact that Amharic is easy to 
learn, it contains many Arabic words. We learned it 
in prison to facilitate matters for us there because the 


prison officials only speak that language. 


(Faysal] I had a simple knowledge of the language 
which I learned when I was in Addis Ababa before 


entering prison. Also, | am married to an Ethiopian girl. 
I learned to speak it better in prison because it is the 
only language spoken by prison officials. 


(Muhammad) Why did you choose Ethiopia to carry out 
your operation in? 


[Faysal] It was mere chance. If it had not been Ethiopia 
it would have been somewhere else. There was no prior 
decision on where the operation would be carried out 
but circumstances were such that Addis Ababa became 
the place to implement the operation. 


[Muhammad] Why did the operation fail? 
(Khalifah} That is God's will. 


(Muhammad) And hail be to God, but I mean what were 
the practical reasons? 


{Khalifah] All that comes under the will of God. The 
reasons you are talking about are just a matter of 
evaluation but it is God who causes success or failure. 


[Muhammad] If we are to assess the objective causes of 
the failure of the operation, what would you say about 
that? 


[Yasin] The reasons can be summed up in insufficient 
preparation for the implementation of the operation. The 
ume element did not help us in the execution of the 
plan because the arrival time of the aircraft (carrying 
President Husni Mubarak) could not be accurately 
determined. Add to that the improvised decision by 
the commander of the operation to carry out a suicide 


Operation with light weapons. Another factor which 
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also contributed to the failure was the deployment of 
Ethiopian security men on the roof tops of houses 
overlooking the street and the appearance of a large 
number of them at the time of the operation. 


(Khalifah} The delay of the plane's arrival from nine 
o'clock [AM or PM not stated) to eight o'clock in 
the morning [as published) did not allow us to prepare 
the decisive weapons for the operation such as RPG 
rocket launchers. The entire operation could have been 
postponed to some other time and carried out in 
circumstances that would ensure success but God's will 
is above everything else. 


(Muhammad) You are known by your noms de guerre. 
What are your real names? 


(Yasin) You can get that information from the respon- 
sible authorities. 


(Muhammad) What is the difference? 


[Yasin] No difference, but these matters are of no 
importance. Anyway, my original name is ‘Abd-al- 
Karim ‘Abd-al-Radi Ahmad, born in the village of 
Dangal in the Armant district of Qina Governorate. Is 
that enough? 


(Muhammad) Thank you. 


(Faysal)] My real name is Safwat Hasan 'Abd-al-Ghani, 
born in 1964 in the west of Aswan Governorate. 


{Khalifah} My real name is al-’Arabi Sadiq Hafiz 
Muhammad, born in al-Minya Governorate in the town- 
ship of Mighaghah in ‘Izbat al-Kilu. 


(Muhammad) The operation you carried out had reper- 
cussions which affected the course of political events in 
the region and adversely affected the region's stability. 


(Faysal) Was there any stability in the region to begin 
with? Conditions in the Arab and Islamic regions are 
controlled by certain circles in accordance with their 
own interests. Stability, peace, and security are not 
familiar things in our region. The rulers are just tools 
fulfilling and serving the interests of the superpowers. 
Those rulers fear their human masters but do not fear 
God who created them and their masters.... This region's 
only salvation lies in rule by the Islamic Shari‘ah. 
Stability, peace, and security can only be achieved 
through fear of God and rule by his Shari'ah. 


(Muhammad) Do you believe that that is the most 
appropriate way of rectifying the situation? 


[Yasin] I cannot describe the practices of the regime 
in Egypt as anything but vile, and what is vile must 
be eliminated. And do you think that the vile things 
committed by a government with the might of the 
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Government can be eliminated with speeches 
and slogans? We know the regime's practices and so 
do the human rights organizations. This method is the 
least we can do, in the face of that regime's practices, 
to win God's approval and establish God's rule with the 
implementation of his Shari'ah. 


(Muhammad) But that method is not acceptable, it is 
rejected internationally, in addition to the fact that it 
associates Islam with violence. 


(Faysal) Islam is not a religion of capitulation and hu- 
miliation. No Muslim who sincerely and truly believes 
in Islam as a religion and in Muhammad, may God's 
prayers and blessings be upon him, as the Prophet can 
accept anything other than what God ordered and cannot 
possibly accept tyrants and their disgraceful and humil- 
iating rule. Islam is known for tolerance but that does 
not mean capitulation to injustice. Violence has been 
imposed on us. God will uphold his religion and jihad 
is what we must do, and victory will be ours. 


{Muhammad} Why, in your view, is the method of 
violence used by Islamic groups in more than one 
region? 


(Faysal} Do you think that the ruling clique reflects 
the true image of Islam, to warrant the claim that the 
image of Islam has been distorted by the Islamic groups 
resorting to violence? The media controlled by these 
governments falsely portray our holy jihad as terrorism 
targeting innocent people, but what media expose the 
terrorism exercised by these governments against Islam 
and the Muslims, and the killing and torture of everyone 
who says I am a believer in God and | have a right to 
uphold Islam? As evidence of the disgraceful reality 
the Arab peoples are going through under these rulers, 
suffice it to note the successive concessions made to 
Israel. God told his noble Prophet: “Never will the Jews 
or Christians be satisfied with thee unless thou follow 
their form of religion.” God is truthful. 


{Muhammad} You said in court that Sudan aided you in 
the implementation of the operation. What aid did you 
get from the Sudanese Government” 


[Yasin] The Sudanese Government is the only exception 
in the midst of all that bad reality, and our only 
consolation. That government upholds the banners of 
justice, Islam, and the Muslims. (Yasin ends] 


(Faysal was asked to describe his journey with the 
Islamic Group starting in Cairo and until reaching Addis 
Ababa.) 

(Faysal] I began my journey by performing pilgrimage 
rites and from there I went to Afghanistan where 
| received military training. On the completion of 
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Our mission as mujahidin with the withdrawal of the 
communist army, and on the instructions of the group's 
leadership, | went to Kenya and from there to Sudan 
where I spent several years with a number of my 
brothers in the Islamic Group, in a farm where we got 
together, 


[Muhammad] How did you come to move to Addis 
Ababa? 


[Faysal] | was asked to proceed to Addis Ababa. | 
was accompanied by brother Faysal Lutfi (Sarraj) and | 
was instructed to run a car spare parts shop which was 
financed by the Islamic Group. 


[Muhammad] It is known that you were in charge of 
providing what was needed for the implementation of 
the operation such as arms, as well as renting houses 
and getting passports. Did you succeed in that? 


[Faysal] I succeeded in some aspects but I did not 
succeed in providing arms and passports. 


[Muhammad] How then were the arms used in the 
Operation brought in? 


[Faysal] These arms came in a diplomatic parcel to get 
through the customs without search. 


[Muhammad] How was the operation planned and all 
its requirements provided for in Sudan? 


[Faysal] The Islamic Group's leadership had been 
entertaining the idea for a long time but, according to my 
knowledge of the background to the operation, Mustafa 
Hamzah, one of the movement's leaders, was the one 
who worked to find all the requirements. [Faysal ends] 


(We asked Khalifah: Why did you not go to the airport 
with Sarraj, since you were with him in the same place 
when the operation was carried out?) 


{Khalifah] There was no opportunity for consultation 
between me and Sarraj during the implementation of the 
operation. Each of us moved in the direction dictated 
by circumstances and the condition we were in. He 
proceeded to the airport and I to the scene of the 
operation but I took a different route because the issue 
was settled by then. (Khalifah ends] 


(We asked Yasin: Despite your good knowledge of the 
land escape routes to Sudan across the Ethiopian border, 
you were caught. How do you explain that?) 


{Yasin} Crossing the border the first time was an 
exploratory move and the situation did not require 
strict security precautions, but the second time the 
repercussions of the operation were everywhere and the 
security forces were on alert, and we fell into their hands 
because of these security precautions. 
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(Muhammad) Did you expect the operation to fail? 


(Khalifah) Only God knows the unknown. We had made 
up our minds and relied on God. Failure and success 
are in God's hands and no power on earth can claim to 
foresee the results of any action of that magnitude. 


(Muhammad) Did you expect this fate? 


[Yasin) The expectation that we would be martyred in 
that operation was greater than any other expectation 
but that honor was not to be ours. Yet we are proud 
and honored to have participated in the operation even 
though it did not succeed. 


(Muhammad] Do you believe that the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment could hand you over to the Egyptian Govern- 
ment? 


[Yasin] We do not believe so, and we do not believe 


to Ethiopia on the orders of the Prophet, may God's 
and blessings be upon him, for fear of the 
of Quraysh, the good King Ahmad al-Najashi 
ved them and hosted them in his country and 

ver to the heretics of Quraysh. 
That was before the Prophet emigrated to holy Medina 
and before Islam became a force to be reckoned with 


: 20 Killed, S@ Wounded in New Fighting in 


At least 20 people were killed and 50 others wounded 
in a fresh outbreak of fighting Tuesday (23 July) in the 
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Medina district of south Mogadishu, hospitai sources 
said here. The fighting was between supporiers of 
warlord General Mohamed Farah Aidid, who controls 
most of south Mogadishu, and his arch-rival, self-styled 
interim Somali President Ali Mahdi Mohamed, who 
controls north Mogadishu. 


The sources said that the fighting, which was still 
continuing, broke out when Aidid’s militiamen tried 
to advance in Medina by hand-pushing their technicals 
(armed wagons) in an effort avoid making any noise 
that would alert Ali Mahdi's militiamen to their move. 
However, one of Aidid’s armed wagons hit a landmine, 
killing an undetermined number of its occupants. 


Witnesses said that the combatants were, for the first 
time in a week, engaging in hand-to-hand fighting insid 
the Medina residential district, which has been besieged 
by Aidid’s forces for the past month. 


Somalia: Mogadishu Fighting Continues Following 
Aldid Attack 

EA2307211796 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 

1700 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A report from the high com- 
mand of the USC-SSA [United Somali Congress-Somali 
Salvation Alliance) forces discloses that the anti-peace 
group led by Aidid has attacked Makka and Medina dis- 
tricts in Mogadishu. 


The report says the group moved stealthily into the area 
before attacking the security forces in the districts. The 
security forces however inflicted heavy losses on the 
attackers including deaths, injuries and the capture of 
military equipment. The security forces also captured 
a number of attackers, a technical, a personnel carrier, 
and they burnt out another technical. 


The fighting is still in progress and we shall inform you 
of developments in subsequent bulletins, God willing. 
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South Africa: Mandela, Others Attend ‘Emergency’ 
Meeting on Swaziland 


MB2407080596 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English 0600 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) President Nelson Mandela 
will attend an emergency meeting on the situation in 
Swaziland in Mozambique today. He was due to have 
left Waterkloof Air Force base a quarter of an hour ago. 


The meeting will also be attended by neighboring 
country leaders. Presidential Aide Parks Mankahlana 
said the meeting to be held in Maputo would deal with 
ongoing problems in Swaziland. Swaziland monarch, 
King Mswati III, Mozambican President Joachim 
Chissano, Botswanan President Ketumile Masire, and 
Zimbabwean leader Robert Mugabe would also attend. 
Mankahlana described the gathering as an emergency 
consultative meeting. He said the president would make 
a statement on his return. 


South Africa: Germany’s Kinkel Urges Greater 
Role in Region, Continent 

MB2407080296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel says he has encouraged President Nelson 
Mandela and Foreign Affairs Minister Alfred Nzo 
to play a greater political and economic role in both 
southern Africa and the continent. 


Dr. Kinkel, who is on a visit to southern Africa, told 
a meeting of the S. A. [South Africa] Institute of 
International Affairs that southern Africa was one of the 
world’s ten most important markets. He said the region 
had a population of 135 million, as well as extensive rail 
networks and all the natural resources worth having. He 
said South Africa was the core of this region, whether 
it wanted to be or not, and its role would become even 
more pronounced economically and politically. 


Dr. Kinkel described the Truth Commission as exem- 
plary. He said the Truth Commission was building a 
foundation for the confidence and perseverance needed 
in South Africa’s transition ahead. Dr. Kinkel said what 
mattered most to foreign investors in South Africa was 
to see that crime was being tackled with determination, 
and that markets were further deregulated. 
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South Africa: Editorial Sees UK ‘Onslaught’ 
Against Country 

MB2407110596 Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER 

in Afrikaans 12-18 Jul 96 p 2 

(Editorial: "Imperialists'"] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Nelson Mandela's visit to 
Britain, with its accompanying pomp and ceremony, is 
enough to give any decent Afrikaner heartburn for at 
least a week. 


On the other hand, the significance of the visit should 
not be underestimated, because it must be seen in the 
light of the traditional hatred of the British and its royal 
family for the Boer-Afrikaner and his descendants. 


Since the end of the Second War of Liberation in 1902, 
the British have never stopped waging their all-out war 
against Afrikaners. Even shortly after the war, people 
like Lord Alfred Milner initiated an onslaught against 
Afrikaans schools and the Afrikaans language. He did 
not hesitate to announce his objective: "To wipe out 
the last trace of Afrikanerdom." (preceding quotation in 
English] [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, the onslaught against South Africa contin- 
ued relentlessly. It was no longer the British military 
that posed a threat, but its fifth column — the terrorist 
force of the ANC. 


When the ANC was banned as an organization in 
South Africa, it didn’t seek refuge in Moscow, as had 
been expected by its communist connections. Rather, 
it established itself in the heart of British imperialism. 
It opened an office in London from which it could 
instrument military operations against South Africa. 


In this way, Britain indicated unequivocally who its 
friends and enemies were. 


Recently, the British royal house and others have begun 
to make excuses to various former colonial populations 
for the manner in which the British had humiliated them, 
and, in many cases, had waged “wars of obliteration" 
against them. 


When they were confronted by (Reformed National 
Party leader) Jaap Marais, who demanded an explana- 
tion to Afrikaner descendants for the genocide commit- 
ted against 27,000 women and children in concentration 
camps in South Africa, they tried to avoid the issue. 
Ultimately their excuse to Marais was that "both sides 
suffered as a result of the war!" 


In the light of this evidence, no other conclusion 
can be made but that the cordial reception given to 
Mandela by the queen, and the exceptional honor to be 
accommodated at Buckingham Palace, was his and the 
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ANC's reward for ultimately subjugating the Afrikaner 
— something the British themselves had failed to do. 


One should not forget that, just as the Boer continued the 

with other weapons, and regained his freedom 
not through military weapons but through political 
struggle, the British too continued the struggle with 
other weapons. They no longer attacked the Afrikaners 
using armed force from Britain. Rather, it deployed 
surrogate forces such as the ANC’s terrorist bandits to 
conduct an onslaught. [passage omitted] 


Mandela's visit to the queen must therefore be seen for 
what it really is — payment for a job well done, namely, 
the struggle waged against the Afrikaner! 


South Africa: De Klerk Denies Talks on Political 
Merger With IFP 

MB2307174796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1525 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(From the "PM Live" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Inkatha Freedom Party 
({IFP}) and the National Party [NP] have denied any 
speculation of a political merger. After a two-hour 
meeting at Ulundi, in northern KwaZulu/Natal, both 
party leaders stressed their meeting had been arranged 
before the local government elections, and was not as 
the media expected — for the purpose of forming an 
alliance. After the meeting, NP leader F.W. de Klerk 
addressed the media: 


(Begin De Klerk recording] We would like to emphasize 
that this meeting was arranged before the municipal 
elections took place and was not in reaction to the 
speculative reports of the media during the past week. 
In-depth discussions took place on the implications 
of the NP’s leaving of the government of national 
unity, and of our leaving the provincial government 
of unity in KwaZulu/Natal and in other provinces. It 
was agreed that there would be continued informal 

between the two parties in KwaZulu/Natal, 
and obviously, if | may just add on my own, on issues 
where we agree, there will also be continued informal 


cooperation at national level. 


1, as leader of the NP, made it clear that we will 
participate in the government of provincial unity when it 
is reestablished, after certification of the KwaZulu/Natal 
Constitution, because that Constitution provides for it. I 
emphasize that the NP’s withdrawal from the provincial 
government did not indicate a hostile attitude towards 
the IFP, but rested on an issue of principal relating to the 
Constitution, the new Constitution, of the Republic of 
South Africa. That was made clear when we withdrew, 
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and I don’t want to repeat it here again today, [end 
recording} 


South African Press Review for 23 Jul 
MB2307113196 


(FBIS Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


Cabinet Needs Code of Conduct — "The need for a code 
of conduct for Cabinet ministers has been underlined by 
the appearance at the Olympic Games of two ministers 
not apparently on official business,” states a 23 July 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on page 12. Transport Minister Mac Maharaj and Public 
Enterprises Minister Stella Sigcau were flown there by 
South African Airways, which is overseen by Sigcau 
and has its profitability affected by Maharaj's decisions. 
The editorial adds: “Nothing unusual in the old South 
Africa, maybe, but in the new one important questions 
of principle are raised." It concludes: “Cabinet ministers 
should scrupulously avoid corporate generosity because 
of the effect, consciously or unconsciously, it can have 
on their decisions. This incident has highlighted the 
need for a Cabinet code, including strong ministerial 
guidelines on gifts and hospitality.” 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC Must Break With COSATU, SACP — The 
ANC maintains its ties to COSATU, Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, and the SACP, South 
African Communist Party, because they were allies in 
the freedom struggle. According to Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English, in its 22 July editorial on page 
6: “The government cannot continue to bow to the 
dictates of Cosatu or the SACP if it wants to govern 
in accordance with its own policy — and the country’s 
needs." COSATU dictated its terms to the Constitutional 
Assembly and is “hampering” the privatization process, 
according to the editorial. Then last weekend the two 
condemned the government's macroeconomic policy. 
The editorial concludes: “It is obvious that the ANC, on 
the one hand, and Cosatu and the SACP, on the other, 
do not agree on major policy matters. The government 
cannot keep on kowtowing to Cosatu (and the SACP, 
for that matter) without giving the impression that the 
unions and the Communists are running the government 
and the country. It is an assumption that already does 
South Africa great harm among foreign governments 
and investors as well as affecting the confidence of 
businessmen her of the ANC’s ability to govern wisely. 
Our advice to the government is still: Break with Cosatu 
now — and that goes for the SACP as well.” 


4s report may contain 
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South African Press Review for 24 Jul THE CITIZEN 

MB2407131296 Ministers on the ‘Freebie Express’ — The controversy 

(FBIS Report) over the 17 ministers and deputy ministers who travelled 
to Atlanta for the Olympic Games “will not go away”, 

BUSINESS DAY claims a 24 July Johannesburg CITIZEN page-6 edito- 


Government Must Take COSATU Seriously — “In 
an ideal world, government would have spent a lot 
more time talking through its plans” before the macro- 
economic policy document was finalized, says a 24 July 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY page 12 editorial in 
English, because now "COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Union) has the power to damage the 
policy's effectiveness.” The editorial further states that 
even though stayaways are “not that expensive in 
production terms, their repeated occurrence takes its toll 
on local and foreign investor confidence. So ‘selling’ a 
new macroeconomic policy to organized labor, even if 
to win only reluctant acceptance, must be considered a 


necessary part of the strategy.” 


rial in English. Transport Minister Mac Maharaj says 
the cost of his trip with his wife and children was "fi- 
nanced by SAA [South African Airways)" in which “as 
the Democratic Party has pointed out, the taxpayers are 
the sole shareholders". Maharaj gave the two reasons of 
“support we needed to give our sportsmen and women 
and as Transport Minister | have to bear the brunt of the 
Olympic Cape Town bid" as justification. The editorial 
says, “we find his excuses totally lame". The ministers 
“should cut down on their travel and avoid the impres- 
sion that, as in the case of the Games, they are on the 
gravy train — or should we say on the freebie express?" 
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Botswana 


Botswana: Minister for Water Meets With 
Namibian Counterpart 


MB2307135596 Gaborone THE BOTSWANA 
GUARDIAN in English 5 Jul 96 p 17 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The ministers responsible for 
water in Botswana and Namibia met on 27 June 
1996, in Gaborone, to discuss the critical water supply 
shortage and other drought-related problems currently 
experienced by Namibia. 


The ministers expressed their satisfaction about the ex- 
isting Cooperation in the water sector and ihe exchange 
of information between the two countries. They also en- 
dorsed the principle of consultation in future studies to 
draw water from the Okavango River, and to address the 
short- and long-term deficits in water supply in Namibia. 


The meeting was occasioned by the emergency situation 
in Namibia where, as a result of severe drought in 1995 
and 1996, the level of water storage in the dams is 
very low. This situation has compelled Namibia to resort 
to severe water conservation measures, unconven' ial 
sources of water supply, including the reclamation 
of sewage water and the abstraction of ground water 
collected in disused mines, at a cost of about N$ 
36.0 million (Namibian dollars). This will however, not 


provide a permanent solution. 


The ministers noted that the Okavango River Basin 
Commission (OKACOM), whose membership com- 
prises Angola, Botswana and Namibia, have secured 
US $350,000 through the UNDP from the Global En- 
vironment Facility for a preliminary diagnostic study 
to establish a strategic action programme for the inte- 
grated management of the Okavango River Basin. The 
study is expected to commence in 1997. Namibia in- 
formed Botswana of its intentions to undertake a de- 
tailed feasibility study to draw water from the Okavango 
River. Namibia will keep the OKACOM informed about 
all stages of the study and the study will complement 
the envisaged basin-wide environmental assessment and 
basin development study to be executed under the aus- 
pices of the OKACOM. 


Botswana: Masire—Government Not To Discuss 
Arms Deal With Namibia 


MB2307132396 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The president, Sir Ketumile 
Masire, says Botswana does not intend to discuss the 
purchase of military hardware with Namibia, which is 
opposed to such a deal. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 1S 


Speaking this morning at a press conference in 
Gaborone, he said the decision to buy tanks was not 
done overnight. Sir Ketumile’s remarks come a day 
after German officials announced their blockage of the 
sale of 50 German-made tanks to Botswana by the 
Netherlands. 


The decision follows lobbying against the sale by 
the Namibian Government. However, the German vice 
chancellor, Dr. Klaus Kinkel, insisted that his country 
did not block the deal because of the lobbying by the 
Namibian Government. He said the Dutch had agreed 
not to resell the tanks without the consent of Germany. 
Sir Ketumile told reporters that Botswana's Army had 
to be equipped, and like any other army, had to replace 
obsolete equipment. [passage omitted] 


Botswana: Confrontation Said Looming Over 
Namibian Use of Okavango River 


MB2307135196 Gaborone MMEGI in English 
5-11 Jul 96 pS 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Conservationists world-wide 
might be bracing themselves for another "war" follow- 
ing last week's announcement that Namibia intends to 
draw water from the Okavango River. 


If this happens it would be a replay of the 1991 
scenario when a plan by the Botswana government to 
pump water from the Okavango Delta to alleviate the 
water crisis in the northern part of the country was 
shot down following intense opposition from local and 
international conservation groups. It was feared then that 
the action envisaged by the government would lead to 
the death of the delta believed to be only one of its kind 
in the world. 


In what would seem to be complete disregard for the 
sentiments expressed in 1991, it was announced late 
last week that Namibia intended to draw water from the 
Okavango in answer to "an emergency situation where 
as a result of severe drought in 1995 and 1996 the 
storage in the dams are very low.” The announcement 
followed a meeting between the ministers responsible 
for water in Botswana and Namibia, David Magang and 
N. Mbumba, respectively. 


A statement issued after the meeting, which was held 
in Gaborone, said the drought situation had compelled 
Namibia to resort to “severe water conservation mea- 
sures, unconventional sources of water supply includ- 
ing the reclamation of sewage water and the abstraction 
of groundwater collected in disused mines at a cost of 
about N$36.0 million (Namibian dollars}.” 


“Namibia informed Botswana of its intentions to un- 
dertake a detailed feasibility study to draw water from 
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the Okavango River. Namibia will keep the OKACOM 
(the Okavango River Basin Commission which com- 
prises Angola, Botswana and Namibia) informed about 
all stages of the study and the study will complement 
the envisaged basin-wide environmental assessment and 
basin development study to be executed under the aus- 
pices of the OKACOM,” the statement said. 


The meeting between the two countries’ representatives 
comes in the wake of recent regional reports that the 
Namibian government had approved a feasibility study 
to pipe water from the Okavango River to drought hit 
ceatral regions. The pipeline project will reportedly be 
funded by China. 


“The project involves completing the Okavango- 
Grootfontein link of the Eastern National Water Carrier 
(ENWC) with a 250-km pipeline to the river,” said a 
report carried recently in SouthScan. 


M: cambique 
Mozambique: Government Postpones Parliament 
Hearings 


MB2407100596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Parliament hearings involv- 
ing Foreign Minister Leonardo Simao and Interior Min- 
ister Manuel which were scheduled to take place on 
24 July, have been postponed until further notice. The 
postponement is due to an emergency summit of the 


presidents of Mozambique, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, and Swaziland which takes place in Maputo 


on 24 July. This was announced by a senior Foreign 
Ministry and Cooperation Ministry official shortly after 
members of the Parliament's Legal and Human Rights 
Commission had arrived at the assembly hall for the 
hearings convened at their request. 

The postponement caused an uneasy situation in Parlia- 
ment. Jeremias Pondeca, a Renamo [Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance) MP, reacted by saying that Parliament 
can only function four years from now. Visibly annoyed, 
Pondeca then abandoned the Parliament hall. 

MP Ossumane Aly Dauto said he would talk to the 


prime minister to see to it that the hearings take place 
this week. 


Swaziland 
Swaziland: Teachers, Civil Servant: ‘Surprised’ at 
Pay Deductions 
MB2307194596 Mbabane Radic 
in English 1730 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The government has effected 
deductions on teachers and civil servants’ salaries fol- 


od Network 
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lowing their month-long strike action, demanding an 18- 
percent salary increase. 


(Begin recording) [Announcer Vusi Matsenjwa) The 
government's action took both teachers and civil ser- 
vants by surprise, despite the fact that the secretary to 
cabinet, Mr. Frank Buckham, announced last week that 
both civil servants and teachers who participated in the 
strike action will not be paid, as the strike was declared 
illegal by the Industrial Court. In compliance with the 
Cabinet's decision, the Ministry of Education was in- 
structed to request the accountant general to deduct 18 
days pay from the July salaries, and 15 days pay from 
August salaries. The deductions are to be made against 
all teachers, except for 28 private schools and tertiary 
institutions. SNAT (Swaziland National Association of 
Teachers) President Meshack Kati Masuku expressed 
shock at the government's action. 


(Masuku] And we're surprised because the King has 
spoken, has asked all of us to go back to work while 
something is done to calm the situation. We're surprised 
that people cannot even wait for a minute to give the 
King a chance to solve this problem. 


(Matsenjwa) Well, we believe that both associations 
have been summoned to talks with government. Do you 
have any idea what is going to be discussed? 


(Masuku) We have just received a letter, there is no 
agenda in the letter, so, we felt we should come and 
hear what they have to say. 


(Matsenjwa) There are about 28 schools and tertiary 
institutions which have been excluded from deductions’ 
list, what can you say about that? 


(Masuku) We are surprised that there are such schools 
that have been excluded. We don't know why they 
have been excluded, what criteria has been used, we'll 
only wait to be told by the PS [Principal Secretary) 
at the Ministry of Education as what criteria he has 
used to exclude other schools from the deduction. [end 
recording} 


Zambia 


Zambia: Chinese Official Says PRC ‘Cannot Fill 
the Ald Gap’ 

MB2407133996 Lusaka THE POST in English 

24 Jul 96 


(Report by Chilombo Mwondela: “China Can't Fill Aid 
Gap” — received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Chinese Embassy in 
Lusaka yesterday said China cannot fill the aid gap 
left by the Western donors and it would be wrong for 
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anyone to imply otherwise. According to Counselor of 
the embassy Chen Zhanfu, China has been giving aid to 
Zambia for many years, but it is nowhere near the levels 
donated by the Western governments, mainly Britain 
and the United States. 


“China, as a developing country, also needs investment 
badly from other nations and that is why we are 
developing an open policy towards other countries,” 
Counselor Chen Zhanfu said in an interview in Lusaka 
yesterday. “The little aid we give to Zambia has become 
even smaller because China has adjusted its foreign aid 


policy to include private enterprise.” 


Counselor Chen Zhanfu revealed that the Chinese Gov- 
ernment would now like to encourage private businesses 
to link up with other companies in the developing coun- 
tries as a way of fostering development. 


"The $18 million which was given to Mulungushi 
Textiles last month as a soft loan springs from an 
agreement between Zambia and China to rescue the 
mills which were built through Chinese aid in 1984," 
counselor Chen Zhanfu said. “The $3.5 million dollars 
grant aid is for a project to be decided on between the 


two governments." 


Counselor Chen Zhanfu pointed out that altogether, the 
$21.5 percent (as received) Chinese aid given this year 
falls far short of the almost $700 million in Western 
aid which Zambia formerly received. “Therefore, it is 
impossible that we can cover this gap,” Counselor Chen 
Zhanfu said. 


The Mulungushi Textiles aid program will be carried out 
with the help of Chindo Textiles in China’s Shandong 
Province. 


But Zambia Democratic Congress Deputy Secretary 
General Azwell Banda criticized statements made by the 
Chinese Government that there were no political strings 
attached to the aid, saying this was a fallacy. 


However, Counselor Chen Zhanfu insisted that the aid 
was based purely on projec ‘ues. "We are not interested 
in balance of payments support since we only have 
Capacity for project aid,” Counselor Chen Zhanfu said. 


Banda said he regretted the impression created by the 
state media that China was ready to fill the U.S. and UK 
aid gap. “The way the granting of this aid was reported 
was very bad, as it was blown out of all 


making it appear as though it was manna to fill the 
gaps left by the Western countries,” Banda said. 


And the chief government spokesman, Information Min- 
ister Amusaa Mwanamwambwa, concurred with Coun- 
selor Chen Zhanfu. "Zambia recognizes the Chinese 
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Government's aid conditions and is grateful for the sup- 
port,” Mwanamwambwa said in an interview yesterday. 


Zambia: Government lesues Title Deeds to 
Long-Time Settlers 


MB2407100696 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 0500 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Government has started issu- 
ing title deeds to settlers who have been living in re- 
settlement schemes for a long time. The deputy perma- 
nent secretary in the Office of the Vice President, Reset- 
Ulement Division, Mr. Colin Kachinga, said in Lusaka 
yesterday that his division had already issued 107 ti- 
tle deeds and is still processing many others. He said 
the exercise will take a long time to complete because 
scheme managers have to assess individual settlers to 
ensure title deeds are not issued to non-settlers. He said 
title deeds have been issued in [name indistinct) and 
Kassenga. 


Zambia: Ruling Party’s Chairman Buys Publishing 
House 


MB2307132196 Lusaka THE POST in English 
23 Jul 96 


(Report by Chilombo Mwondela: "SUN Published by 
‘New’ Owner" — received via Internet) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ruling MMD [Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy) national chairman, Sikota 
Wina, and his wife Nakatindi have registered a new 
company, Sun Publishing Limited, which has continued 
publication of THE SUN newspaper, initially published 
by Sun Newspapers Limited now in liquidation. Papers 
filed with the registrar of companies indicate the Winas 
have no interest in the Sun Newspapers Limited which 
previously owned THE SUN. THE SUN has now been 


acquired by the new company — Sun Publications 
Limited under the chairmanship of Wina. 


But according to a notice released in the ZAMBIA 
DAILY MAIL and The Sun Newspaper on July 15, 
“it was resolved that The Sun Limited be 
wound up under section 263 (i) (b) (i) of the laws of 
the Companies Act, 1994". The notice to wind up the 
debt ridden company was signed by Wina who was its 
chairman and also said to be the owner. But despite 
this notice, records at the registrar's office indicate that 
The Sun Newspapers Limited is still trading with no in- 
dication of imminent closure. Clarification sought from 
the Registrar of Companies, however, confirmed that on 
May 10, 1996 a new company known as Sun Publish- 
ing Limited was registered by the same owners. The 
registrar's office also confirmed that the new company 
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has transferred THE SUN to its ownership. "No proce- 
dure for voluntary winding-up of Sun Newspapers Lim- 
ited has been commenced. As of now, the status of the 
company is that it is still trading. I have not seen any 
papers to the contrary,” Registrar of Companies George 
Lipimile said in an interview yesterday. 


of Sun Publications Limited are only Sikota 
Wina and his wife Nakatindi Wina. Division 13.3 of 
Section 305 of the Companies Act says that in a mem- 
bers’ voluntary winding up, a declaration of solvency 
must be made by the directors and the information filed 
with the Registrar of Companies. After the members re- 
solve to liquidate, the company ceases to trade except 
for the purposes of winding up. The company’s reso- 
lution to wind up must be filed with the registrar and 
advertised in the gazette within seven days, according 
to the Act. The appointment of a liquidator should be 
advertised in the gazette and registered with the Regis- 
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trar within fourteen days. Though notice was given in 
the gazette nothing was filed with the registrar. 


The Winas bought Sun Newspaper Limited from John 
Mwanakaiwe but the company has been believed to be 
in severe debt with among others the Zambia Revenue 
Authorities (ZRA) who are owed about K40 million 
(kwacha). It was believed the creation of the new 
company would facilitate for a legal escape from the 
debtors but it is still unclear whether Sun Publishing 
Limited has bought Sun Newspapers Limited with its 
det. According to SUN columnist Mwansa Pintu in 
the paper's latest edition(July 22-28), "... THE SUN has 
always met its obligations, both in terms of rent, tax, 
printing costs, and therefore the question of failing 1s 
Certainly out... THE SUN is intact, and has no plans 
whatsoever to close down. At least not in this century”. 
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The Gambia 


The Gambia: Jammeh Rejects Proposed 
Postponement of Election Date 


AB2307085596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 22 Jul 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Gambia’s military ruler, Cap- 
tain Yahya Jammeh, has used today's anniversary of the 
coup which he led two years ago, to comment publicly 
for the first ume on the recommendation of the elec- 
toral commission that the presidential elections slated 
for September should be delayed. The commission ar- 
gued that the ban on Gambia's political parties had not 
been lifted in time, and speaking at the inauguration 
of the July 22 Arch, Capt. Jammeh dropped a bit of a 
bombshell. On the line, Richard Lee asked our reporter, 
Ibrahima Sesay, what the surprise was. 


[Begin recording] [Sesay] The surprise came when 
Capt. Jammeh declared that the proposed September 1 1 
presidential election, which had recently been deferred 
by the electoral commission, must go ahead as planned. 
Jammeh insisted that the presidential election would not 
be postponed even if it rained heavily on that day. 


{Lee} But doesn’t the electoral commission have the 
final say on whether or not it gets postponed? 


{Sesay] Well, to tell you the truth, I personally, am 
confused in the wake of what Jammeh said because if 
Decree 52 is anything to go by, then the deferral of the 
September 11 presidential election by the commission 
should be expected to stand final, because this decree, 
signed by Jammeh himself, empowers the commission 
to fix and announce the date for the election, and not 
any member of the ruling council, not Jammeh. 


{Lee} The electoral commission was going to postpone 
the electicns because many of the preconditions had 
not been met, in particular, the ban on political parties 
is still in force. Did Jammeh mention that? Did he say 
anything about that? 


[Sesay} Well, Jammeh again made it quite clear today 
that the ban on party poiitics will not be lifted before the 
August 7 referendum on the draft constitution because, 
according to him, the voting on the Constitution is 
apolitical, and will not be based on any doctrine or party 
line. But the electoral commission is saying that the ban 
should be lifted now because the parties need at least 
three months to organize themselves. 


[Lee] Did you see any likelihood that the electoral 
commission will overrule Jammeh, will try to overrule 
him? 


WEST AFRICA 19 


(Sesay) Well if Jammeh is to honor and respect the letter 
of Decree 52 and the Election Decree, then whatever the 
electoral commission says, should carry the day because 
they are empowered by law to fix the date. 


[Lee] Now he made his speech at the inauguration of 
this huge new arch; did lots of people turn up? 


[Sesay) Well, the turnout was very great, to tell you the 
truth. Whether people were there for curiosity or not, 
what is clear is that people from all walks of life came 
Out in thousands to witness the occasion. 


(Lee) And, were they all surprised by his announce- 
ment? 


(Sesay) Oh yes, in fact, I am getting a lot of telephone 
calls from different people finding out whether in actual 
fact Jammeh did say that the elections must go ahead as 
planned. And, of course, I have been telling the callers 
that this is exactly what he said. (chuckles) 


[Lee] So, along with the surprise, most people were 
happy that these elections are not going to be post- 
poned? 


[Sesay] Well, so many people were disappointed when 
the electoral commission announced that the elections 
are going to be deferred again, because you have to 
remember that the elections were originally slated for 
July, but had to be deferred because of logistics. Now, 
the September 11 elections are also to be deferred, 
so when the announcement came, it came really as a 
surprise to the people. So when Jammeh said that the 
elections are going to take place as planned, so many 
people welcomed it. [end recording) 


The Gambia: Political Parties Given 4 Weeks to 
Prepare for Elections 


AB2307224096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Whether they like it or not, 
Gambia’s political parties will have barely four weeks 
to prepare to campaign for the presidential election 
in September. The Gambian Electoral Commission is 
recommending a postponement to allow the banned 
parties more time. But the country’s military ruler, 
Captain Yahya Jammeh, dismissed the idea in a speech 
yesterday on the second anniversary of the coup which 
brought him to power. Under the existing timetable 
that means there is going to be a referendum on the 
new draft constitution as early as next month. And the 
Ruling Military Council is also refusing to amend those 
Clauses in the constitution which have turned out to 
be unpopular. (Sarahate Janeh) is the president of the 


is ited without 


of the owners. 


’ WEST AFRICA 


Gambian Bar Association and in Banjul, Ibrahima Cisay 
asked him what he thought was wrong with the draft? 


any Constitution will be definitely retrogressive from my 
own viewpoint. 


Civilian government will necessarily be deferred. 
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changed, and people can change it. Therefore it is better 
to adopt with a view to having a democratically elected 
government rather than reject it. [end recording) 


Ghana 


Ghana: Supreme Court Rules on Legality of 
Pending Media Trials 

AB2407093096 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

0600 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Supreme Court yesterday 
by a four-to-one verdict ruled that SMCD [Supreme 
Military Council Decree) 7!, the law regulating the allo- 
Cation of frequencies in the country, is not inconsistent 
with the Constitution. Accordingly, the court ordered 
that the trial of five persons and a company, the Inde- 
pendent Media Corporation of Ghana (IMCG], before 
the Circuit Court should continue. 


IMCG, Dr. Charles Wereko-Brobbey, Victor Newman, 
Gilbert Ken Dapaah, Felix Mprem, and K. Adu-Gyamfi 
were afraigned before the Circuit Court on 6 January 
last year for using a radio frequency without approval 
and authorization by the Ghana Frequency Registration 
Board, but their counsel, Nana Akuffo-Addo, objected 
to the trial that the law under which they were charged 
was inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution, 
particularly Articles 162, 163, and 164. Accordingly, the 
Circuit Court referred the case to the Supreme Court for 
interpretation. Mr. Justice A. K. Wiredu, who presided, 
gave the only dissenting view. The others were Justices 


F.K. Kpegah, George Acquah, Adjabeng, and Sophia 
Akuffo. 


In another case, the Supreme Court, presided over by 
Mrs. Justice Joyce Bamford-Addo, held that the trial of 
the editor of the FREE PRESS and others for criminal 
libel under Section 113 of Criminal Code Act 29 is 
legal. It held that the true and proper interpretation of 
the law is that any person can institute criminal libel 
proceedings against a suspect under the statute if he or 
she so wishes. The FREE PRESS and others are being 
tried for criminal libel for publishing (a) libelous article 

Agyeman 


could not be tried under that section of the law since the 
First Lady is not a public officer. This objection went 
through all the appeal procedures, through the High 

ourt, the Court of Appeal before reaching the Supreme 
Court, but each time, the objection was overruled. 


Meanwhile, the court has adjourned to 19 November its 
ruling on whether the trial of the FREE PRESS and 
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THE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE and their publisher 
and editors under Section 185 of the Criminal Code 
Act 29 of 1960 is consistent with the Constitution. The 
accused persons were arraigned before a circuit court 
for allegedly publishing articles libelous and damaging 
to the State. The publications were on the arrest of 
Frank Benneh, a Ghanaian diplomat based in Geneva. 
The court, however, dismissed an application by the 
Private Newspaper Publishers’ Association of Ghana to 
be joined to the case. 


Liberia 


Liberia: ECOWAS Recommends International 
Crime Tribunal for Liberia 


AB2407085396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States) Secretariat has 
recommended the setting up of an international crime 
tribunal to try perpetrators of the crisis in Liberia. 
The executive secretary of ECOWAS, Mr. Edward 
Benjamin, stated this while ing a meeting of 
ministers of ECOWAS in Abuja. Mr. Benjamin said 
that the secretariat also recommended severe sanctions 
for leaders of any faction that fails to comply with 
ECOWAS’ plans for the restoration of peace in that 
country. He announced that the committee of nine 
countries on Liberia would meet in Abuja on Thursday 
(25 July) this week to review the Liberian situation. 


The minister of information and culture, Dr. Walter 
Ofonagoro, and his counterpart in national planning, 
Chief Ayo Ogunlade, will today address a world news 
conference on the ECOWAS summit in Abuja sched- 
uled for this weekend. The briefing will take place at 
Sheraton Hotel, starting at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 


Liberia: Rua-Up Conference to ECOWAS Summit 
Opens ia Moarovia 


AB2207225396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 22 Jul 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) A conference has opened in 
Liberia in the run-up to Priday's (26 July) ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of Wesi Africas States) summit 
in Nigeria. The summit could turn ow! io be Liberia's 
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Josephine Hazely asked him if there were any big names 
there. 


(Begin recording) (Bamford) The conference was being 
organized... [pauses] and the main chairman was Chea 
. He is a former justice minister from the 
1980"s. And, also present was Oscar Quiah, one of 
the three civilian representatives on the current Council 
of State. Now, both of them spoke to the conference, 
which basically consisted of various Liberian interested 
parties who came in off the street, in some cases; interest 
groups; and politicians. 
(Hazely) Has (there been) some form of enthusiasm for 
this civilian conference, as it were? 


(Bamford) It has taken them a few days to get things 
organized, and things got off to a very slow start with 
only a few dozen coming in at first, but towards the 
afternoon several hundred more turned up. There were 
about 300, possibly 400 during the late stages of the 
afternoon. And there were lots of speeches many of 
which were very critical of the faction leaders, not 
surprisingly, and also calling for disarmament before 
elections can take place. 


(Hazely) And, what else did they say in their speeches? 


{Bamford} Well, a lot of it was very critical of the fac- 
tion leaders and what had taken place — the disaster of 
April the 6th when the factions, the NPFL [National Pa- 
triotic Front of Liberia) and ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia}, had used the sta- 
tus of calling themselves government forces to attack the 
town. There was some bitter recrimination. And, some 
of the input into this conference — not only on the 
floor, but have also come in from resolutions from dif- 
ferent interest groups — talk of moving the situation to 
strengthening ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], to weakening the position of the faction 
leaders, to finding the funds to move the young people 
who are fighting with the factions back into school so 
this would undermine the faction leaders’ strength. 
(Hazely} After the speeches, what next? 


(Bamford) They are drawing up a series of resolutions 
a ea ee ee 
towards the end of this week in 
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Mali: President Reshufiles Cabinet 

AB2307110396 Bama Television du Urban Development and Sow, Sy Kadiatou, Mrs. 

Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 23 Jul 96 , | | 
— 4 Mines, Energy and Hydraulics Diawara, Cheickna Seydi 

Diallo, secretary general at the Presidency of the Ree 9 Service and Diarra, Boubacer Gaoussou 

— , Rural Development and Traore, Modibo 

(FBIS Translated Text) In his concern to ensure political Baviroament 

Openness and to promote national dialogue, the president er Ba, Mamed 


Thus, by Decree No. 96206-PRM of 22 July 1996: 


Considering the Constitution; 

Considering Decree No. 94065 of 4 February 1994 
nominating a prime minister, and on the proposal of the 
prime minister, the president of the Republic decrees: 


Article 1. The following have been appointed govern- 
ment members to serve as: 


Miaister of State, Foreign Traore, Dicacouadsa 
Affeses, end Maliens Abroad 

Manister of State for African Diakke, Yoro 
Integration 

Minister of: 

Public Works ead Transport Ertaf, Mohamed Ag 
Health, Solidarity, aad the Sidibe, Bodibo, Maj. 
Elderly 

ladustry, Artisaary, Touriem Haidera, Patou, Mrs. 
Spare Coulibaly, Bowbakar Karamoko 
Secondary end Higher Dicko, Moustapha 
Béucatioe sad Scientific 

Research 


Arid and Semiarid Regicas Drahme, Ticbile 


Tesritarial Adminiowation end =6._- Sammake, Sada, Li. Col. 
Seourtty 


Justice and Keeper of the Seals Kamissoko, Cheickna Deuebe 


Cutemre end Comamaications, $$ Traore, Bekary Konimia 
Goverarmaest Spokesman 


Cisse, Soumaile 
Semassekou. Aden 


report may 
witout 


Article 2. The order of nominations determines the 
precedence. 


Article 3. The present decree shall be recorded and 
published in the Official Gazette. 


In addition, a Commission for Youth Promotion has 
been created to better handle the problems of our youth. 
In this regard, by Decree No. 96207-PRM: 


Considering the Constitution; 


Considering Decree No. 94065 of 4 February 1994 
nominating a prime minister, the president of the 


Republic decrees: 


Article 1. Mr. Adama Diarra has been appointed com- 
missioner for youth promotion with the rank of minister. 


Article 2. The present decree shall be recorded and 
published in the Official Gazette. 


Thank you. 


Niger 


Niger: Calm Reported in Zinder After Publication 
of Election Results 

AB2307144196 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1200 GMT 22 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Forty-eight hours after the of- 
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24 July 1996 
interior minister made a statement on the release of 
the persons who were arrested in Zinder during the 7 


and 8 July presidential election. Those arrested during 
these incidents were released on 21 July. | believe 
that here in Zinder, people are just waiting for some 

to be solved. These are water supply problems, 
the implementation of sufficient infrastructure projects, 
and a good rainy season. All this would lead to the 
improvement of their living conditions. [end recording] 


Nigeria 
Nigerta: Abacha Reportedly Ordered Canceling of 


sition group, National Democratic Coalition, Nadeco. 

lore the meeting, an official of Narecom 
announced to Nadeco representatives who had already 
gathered at the venue that they had instructions from 


A statement issued by Chief Adekunle Ajasin and read 
to the media by Dr. Wahab Disumu, said Nadeco will 
remain accessible to the military for dialogue. The 


ẽ 
⸗ 
ẽ 


ht affirmed that it is a disillusion on the part of 
the military to think that victory can be achieved through 


subjugation of legitimate dissent by the arrest, detention, 
and physical elimination of Nadeco democracy activists. 


The spokesperson of Nadeco abroad, Chief John Ojigie 
Oyegun has reacted to the cancellation of the talks: 


(Begin Oyegun recording] If anyone had any doubt at 
about the total insincerity of the Abacha regime, 


all 
the accusations against the Nadeco chieftain to their 
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Nadeco has always been for dialogue. We want to make 
it clear to Nigerians — and we were very keen and 
making it clear to the international community — that it 
is not us, it is not the opposition; it is in fact the Abacha 
regime that has not been amenable to talking things 
through; that has not been amenable to compromise. If 
anyone needed any proof, then the proof is now there 
for everybody to see. We hope, we sincerely hope, that 
the Commonwealth secretariat has taken note of what 
happened. We have no doubt at all in our minds that 
the serious members of the Commonwealth action group 
on Nigeria would have taken note of what has happened 
and that next time they meet, they will not be susceptible 
to the same kind of double dealing that Abacha put 
up the last time that made them postpone sanctions. | 
think finally, the Nigerian regime has played its hand; 
(word indistinct) played its hands and we will watch 
and see how responsible world opinion, responsible 
Commonwealth opinion react to these new tendencies 
of the regime. [end recording) 


Nigeria: Police—3 Nadeco Men ‘Linked’ To Killing 
of Kudirat Abiola 


AB2307225796 (Clandestine) Radio Democrat 
International in English 2100 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Police motives for holding on 
to the three Nadeco [National Democratic Coalition] 
chieftains in spite of a court ruling ordering the release 
is now very apparent. A senior police officer, Alhaji 
Danjuma Ibrahim, has found that some Nadeco leaders 
are to be tried for the assassination of Alhaja Kudirat 
Abiola. Falling short of pinpointing the three Nadeco 
members at present in police custody, Ibrahim said the 
police had reasonable suspicion that the Nadeco three 
had links with the killing of Alhaja Kudirat Abiola and 
that the men have a case to answer. He added that they 
will be charged to court very soon. 


On Monday, 17 June, the police arrested four Nadeco 
members: (Otubashola Nke Onosoya), Senator Abraham 
Adesonya, Chief Ganiyu Daudu, and Chief Ayo Ade- 
banjo. (Onosoya) was released 16 days after. The police 
was contesting a ruling at a Federal High Court which 
last week ordered the release of the detainees. The pre- 
siding judge, Vincent Aigbedeo, in his ruling said the 
accused do not deserve to be detained as there was no 
evidence to implicate them. He also ordered the gov- 
ernment to pay half a million naira as damages to each 
of the plaintiffs, including (Otubashola Nke Onosoya), 
who had earlier been released. 


—— 
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Nigeria: 6 Relatives of Abiola Released From 
Detention 


AB2407142496 Paris AFP in English 
1401 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Lagos, 24 Jul (AFP) — 
Six relatives of detained opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola have been freed six weeks after being taken in 
for questioning over the murder of his wife Kudiratu, 
the NATIONAL CONCORD reported Wednesday [24 
July). Before they were released, the six men were made 
to sign an undertaking they would comply with the 
police investigation. 


They are Alhaji Mubasiru Abiola — a younger brother 
of the politician — Alhaji Kassim Adio, Chief Muritala 
Abiola, Alhaji Suraju Kassim, Alhaji Mufutau Dosumu 
and Tunde Abiola, said the newspaper, which is owned 
by Moshood Abiola. 


Their arrest and detention was heavily criticised by 
human rights groups who said the police action was 
a distraction and attempt to rope in Abiola’s family in 
the assassination. 


Kudiratu Abiola, 44, the most senior wife of Chief 
Abiola, was assassinated on June 4 here by unknown 
assailants who fired at her car. A week after the 
assassination, the police arrested about a dozen members 
of Abiola’s close relatives, including his eldest son 
Kola, for questioning. Kola Abiola, who manages a 
large portion of his father’s business empire, was 
released on June 29, more than two weeks after he was 
arrested. [passage omitted] 


Nigeria: 11 Soldiers implicated in Coup Freed 
After 6 Years 

AB2407082296 Paris AFP in English 

0002 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 24 Jul (AFP) — Eleven 
soldiers detained for six years after being implicated in 
a failed coup against former Nigerian leader General 
brahim Babangida have been freed, the Nigerian news 
agency NAN reported late Tuesday (23 July). Their re- 
lease followed action on their behalf by the group Civil 
Liberties Organisations, Defence Ministry spokesman 
Pred Chijuka was quoted as saying. 


Before leaving power in August 1993, Babangida was 
faced with two abortive coups. The first, plotted by his 
former comrade General Mamman Vatsa, was foiled in 
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killed. Around a hundred soldiers, tried by a special 
court after the failure of the coup, were executed and a 
number of other military men received prison sentences, 
some for life. 


Babangida handed over power to an interim national 
government (ING) headed by a businessman, Chief 
Ernest Shonekan, on August 26, 1993. Three months 
later, on November 17, the Shonekan regime was 
overthrown in a bloodless coup by General Sani Abacha, 
Nigeria's current head of state. Abacha was number two 
in Babangida’s regime and was defence minister in the 
ING. 


Nigeria: Presiding Judge Removed From Ogoni 
Special Tribunal 

AB2407085096 (Clandestine) Radio Democrat 
International in English 2100 GMT 23 Jul 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chief judge of the Federal 
High Court, Justice Babatunde Belgore, has announced 
that Justice Ibrahim Auta will no longer preside over 
the Ogoni Civil Disturbances Special Tribunal. Belgore 
made this statement at the resumed hearing of the 
trial of Ogoni youths. Although Belgore failed to be 
categorical on whether the trial in Port Harcourt will 
be abandoned, he however affirmed that if the Ogoni 
youths are prosecuted, Justice Auta will not handle 
the matter. Last week Wednesday [17 July], the Ogoni 
youths, who were arrested with the executed Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, were charged for the murder of four Ogoni 
chiefs. 


Nigeria: New Officer Appointed To Replace New 
ECOMOG Field Commander 


AB2407093296 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) A new general officer com- 
manding 82 Division of the Nigerian Army has been 
appointed. He is Brigadier General Felix Mojapero. He 
succeeds Major General Victor Malu, the new field com- 
mander of ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] in Liberia. 
Until his new appointment, Brig. Gen. Mojapero was the 
chief of operations at Army Headquarters in Lagos. 


Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: 1 Soldier Dead, Several Wounded ia 
Recent Clashes 

AB2307230796 Paris AFP in English 

1923 GMT 23 Jul 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Freetown, July 23 (AFP) — 
One government soldier died and several people were 


a ————— — 
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seriously injured in south Sierra Leone in an attack 
blamed on rebels, western diplomats in Freetown said 
Tuesday (23 July). 


Several civilians suffered gunshot wounds in the inci- 
dent Monday in the town of Yamandu, local journalists 
reported, adding that two of the injured need to have 


their legs amputated. 


Three houses were burnt and dozens of cattle killed, 
witnesses said. 


Men dressed in military fatigues attacked the town from 
several positions, firing rocket-propelled grenades and 
sending civilians fleeing, the witnesses said. 


Rebels of the Revolutionary United Front, engaged in 
a civil war against successive Sierra Leonean gov- 
ernments since 1991, often wear the clothes of cap- 
tured government forces and many regular soldiers are 
thought to have joined the rebels over the course of the 
war. 


Journalists said the rebels may have wanted to capture 
arms recently delivered to government troops in the 
town, of which the military has claimed full control. 


The Sierra Leone Red Cross reported four civilians 
killed in attacks attributed to rebels in the south on 
Sunday and Monday. 


Sterra Leone: RUF Rebels Deny Reports of Peace 
Talks Resumptica 

AB2407082496 Paris AFP in English 
2003 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Abidjan, 23 Jul (AFP) — A 
Sierra Leone rebel group Tuesday (23 July) denied 
reports it would resume peace talks with the government 
in the Guinean capital, Conakry. “We are not aware 
of any arrangement here,” said Alicu Mustapha, part 
of the external delegation of the Revolutionary United 
From (RUF), a rebel group that has fought successive 
governments in Sierra Leone since 1991 and was 
involved in peace talks in Ivory Coast with the current 


——e ee 


On Tuesday, diplomats in Freetown said RUF leader 
Foday Sankoh would Tuesday begin two days of talks 
in Conakry with Sierra Leone's President Ahmad Tejan 
. “That is not our information. (Sankoh) has 
made such an arrangement. Why don't you ask the 
(Ivory Coast) Foreign Ministry? They are mediating the 
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negotiations,” Mustapha told AFP. "We are completely 
in the dark. We don't know exactly when we will start 
another round of talks," he said. 


Some 10,000 people, mainly civilians, have died in 
Sierra Leone's civil war, which has displaced or made 
refugees of more than half the country’s two million 
inhabitants. 


Sterra Leone: Editor Appears Before Court on 
Seditious Libel Charge 


AB2307220096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The editor of the independent 
Sierra Leonean newspaper, the POINT, which is barely 
two weeks old, has been taken to court this afternoon 
following his arrest and detention last Thursday [18 
July). Edison Yongai was charged with 10 counts of 
seditious libel, but there is still considerable confusion 
about exactly what the paper did to upset the authorities 
in the first place. Our Freetown correspondent, Victor 
Sylver, telexed this report: 


Wh« has baffled many who have been following the 
arrest of the POINT’s editor is that there has been 
no official mention of the offending headline which 
apparently sparked the arrest. This afternoon's hearing 
did not mention the newspaper's story which alleged 
that certain ministers in the new government are corrupt. 
Instead, it dwelt only on another front page story which 
alleged that the government had spent 30 billion leones 
in their first 100 days in office and an editorial in 
the same issue on the treatment of the military. Many 
journalists, colleagues of Mr. Yongai, are concerned that 
the new details of the case read out at today’s hearing 
referred to a publication of the 19th of this month even 
though Mr. Yongai was then already in police custody, 
having been arrested on the 18th. 


Whatever the circumstances, observers here see this 
as a test case for freedom of expression and the 
independence of the judiciary under the new civilian 
government. Lawyers for the POINT's editor have said 
that they will be taking the government to task for 
detaining their client for more than 72 hours without 
Charge and wiil be seeking adequate compensation. Mr. 
Yongai was today remanded at the central prison until 
tomorrow morning, when the case resumes. 
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